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ADVICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 


1) Papers concerning any aspect of geography are acceptable for publication in Australian 
Geographer, although the journal focuses primarily on two areas of research: Australia and its 
hemisphere, including developments, issues and policies in Australia, the western Pacific, the 
Indian Ocean, Asia and Antarctica; and environmental studies, particularly the biophysical 
environment and human interaction with it. 


2) The normal maximum length for papers is 6,000 words, although shorter contributions are 
particularly welcome. Short pieces may be especially appropriate for notes on research, outlines 
and reviews of recent developments of geographical interest, case studies and comments on 
public policy issues. 

3) To submit a paper implies that it is not being considered for publication elsewhere and will 
not be submitted elsewhere until a decision has been made on it by the Editor of Australian 
Geographer. Authors of papers accepted for publication in Australian Geographer will be 
required to sign a Publication Agreement specifying the rights and responsibilities of the author 
and the Geographical Society of New South Wales Inc. 


4) Authors should submit three complete copies of their work, double spaced on one side of A4 
paper, and should keep a further copy for reference. Original artwork should be retained by the 
author until required by the Editor. Papers should be submitted to the Editor, Dr David C. Rich, 
School of Earth Sciences, Macquarie University, NSW 2109, Australia. 


5) Papers should be written in a clear, economical style using gender-neutral language. In most 
cases, they should be presented in a form understandable by non-specialists, though on some 
occasions a more technical presentation may be appropriate. Spelling should follow the 
Macquarie Dictionary and, for Australian placenames, the relevant Geographical Placenames 
Board. 


6) The format of the manuscript should follow that used in this issue of Australian Geographer. 
Specific requirements are noted below. 


Title page should include, besides the title of the paper, the name(s) of the author(s) as they are 
to appear, their full postal address(es) in a footnote, up to six key words or phrases, and a 
summary. The summary should present the paper’s main aims, ideas and conclusions in no more 
than 120 words. 

Titles, headings and sub-headings should follow the form used in this issue. 

Measurements should be given in SI metric units throughout the paper. 


Quotations should, if short, be enclosed in single inverted commas. Quotations longer than about 
30 words should be preceded and followed by a blank line, be indented by about 15 mm and not 
be enclosed within quotation marks. 


Endnotes should be used sparingly; wherever possible, essential material should be incorporated 
within the main text. Indispensable endnotes should be numbered serially, indicated in the text 
by the appropriate superscript number, and typed in order at the end of the main text. Other 
than to indicate the author’s address, Footnotes are not permitted. 


References should be cited in the text in the manner used in this issue, and listed (in double 


spacing) in alphabetical order of author after any endnotes. A document describing the journal’s 
referencing style is available from the Editor and Associate Editor. 


Tables should be typed in double spacing on separate sheets, and numbered sequentially with 
Arabic numerals. Each should be headed with a descriptive title and informative column 
headings. Sources should be given beneath the table. 


Illustrations should be prepared for reproduction at the journal’s one- or two-column width: 
symbols and lettering should be proportioned accordingly. Photographs should be referred to as 
‘Plates’ and line diagrams as ‘Figures’, and each numbered with separate sequences of Arabic 
numbers. Captions should be typed on a separate run of paper and should not appear on the 


illustrations. All illustrations should bear the author’s name and Figure or Plate number lightly 
pencilled on the back. 
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